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CALEDONIA 8 

OPP illegally arrest 8 people in Caledonia today 
 
Detailed Response: 
 
For five years residents in Haldimand County have repeatedly begged the OPP to arrest 
Native protestors who trespass on their property and commit various criminal acts. To date 
the OPP have refused to help non-Native people and have threatened to arrest the non-
Native property owners instead of the Native trespassers. 
 
 
OPP have for 5 years refused to charge Native trespassers: 
 
In 2008 the Superior Court ruled the actions of the OPP were a violation of the law. On June 
10, 2008 Judge Ramsay stated; (see paras. 28-29 link to ruling) 
 

... The same government that advises the plaintiff not to pay extra-governmental development 
fees refuses to enforce its property rights and threatens to arrest its agents if they try to enforce 
these rights on their own... 
 
The police have the right to use their discretion in the enforcement of the law and private 
property rights. A blanket refusal to assist a property owner or a class of property owners, 
however, would be an abuse of that right...  
 
The police have no right to prevent the plaintiffs from acting within their rights under s.41 of 
the Criminal Code. Their warning to the plaintiff that they would arrest anyone who is involved 
in a physical confrontation, regardless of the circumstances, is an abuse of the power conferred 
on them by s.31 of the Criminal Code. 

 
We directly asked the OPP about this particular property owner and why they didn't help him. 
The video of the OPP reply can be found here - link to video. The OPP are quite clear that 
they will not accept deeds from the land title system as proof of ownership of property. 
 
From this video it is clear that property owners in Haldimand will receive no protection 
because the OPP refuse to identify who are the legal owners of property even when people 
produce land registry deeds. However, the OPP have no problem identifying the legal 
property owner when they think they can arrest non-Native people.  
 
 
 

http://www.canace.ca/
http://www.caledoniawakeupcall.com/canace/court/Cayuga-2008canlii28041.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RYJc5C5Bidg&feature=related


This pattern, whereby legal owners of property are denied police services and also 
threatened with being arrested if owners attempt to remove trespassers, has been repeated 
throughout Haldimand. Developers have been forced to seek costly injunction orders which 
the court has repeatedly upheld. 
 
In 2009 Ernest Palmer had Natives build an illegal smoke shop on his property. He went to 
the OPP and signed a document authorizing them to remove the trespassers. Instead of the 
OPP doing their duty, Ernest Palmer was charged and prosecuted by the county for building 
an illegal structure without a permit. Even after Mr. Palmer was charged the OPP continued 
to refuse to remove the trespassers. After the Natives were finally charged and released with 
bail conditions not to be on Mr. Palmer's property the OPP continued to allow these Natives 
to live on Mr. Palmer's property for 17 days in direct violation of their bail conditions. Link to 
Mr. Palmer's lawsuit filed last week. 
 
OPP have used trespass laws before to illegally arrest non-Natives: 
 
Our rally this past Dec. 3 was the 5 year anniversary of when the OPP arrested Bo Chausse 
on Dec. 2, 2006 during the first Flag Raising Event - little has changed. (Link to Bo Chausse 
lawsuit against the OPP) Mr. Chausse's lawyer states; 
 

It is true that on Saturday, December 2, 2006, Mr. Chausse, along with other residents of 
Caledonia attempted to put up Canadian Flags along Argyle Street and were prevented from 
doing so by the OPP officers. At no time were they doing anything other than holding Canadian 
flags on a public thoroughfare. Nevertheless, Mr. Chausse was grabbed by the OPP officers, 
thrown into a paddy wagon, relieved of his personal possessions and detained in Cayuga for 2 
hours without being told for what offence he was being arrested.  
 
Mr. Chausse was told by the officer in charge at the scene that he had received a call from the 
Caledonia Baptist Church and that they had requested that the bystanders be removed from the 
property. However, when he subsequently inquired from the minister for the church he was 
advised by the minister that no one from the church had made such a call. 

 
The OPP lied about the church asking for them to arrest people and the OPP continue to this 
day to use trespass laws only against non-Native people. When it is Native people clearly 
trespassing onto private property the OPP is unable to identify the owner. Remarkably the 
OPP quickly identifies the legal owner whenever they want to arrest a non-Native person. 
 
The OPP had no problems identifying the Church as the legal owner of the property when 
they wanted to arrest Bo Chausse. The OPP had no problems identifying the Ontario 
Government as the legal owner of Douglas Creek Estates - even though that is where the 
Native occupation is occurring. 
 
This pattern of illegally arresting non-Natives who are not trespassing but refusing to arrest 
Native protesters that courts have repeatedly stated are trespassing amounts to Race Based 
Policing by the OPP and by the McGuinty Government. Never again can we allow police and 
governments to institutionalize racist policies. We must stand up against such racism and 
never surrender our rights to OPP or government tyranny.  
 
On Saturday Nov. 3, 2011 the OPP knowingly arrested non-Native people while they walked 
down county roads. While on the road an OPP officer approached us and ordered us off the 
road or we would be arrested for trespassing by order of the Ontario Government.  

http://www.caledoniawakeupcall.com/canace/court/SmallClaim-Haldimand-Palmer.pdf
http://www.caledoniawakeupcall.com/canace/court/SmallClaim-Haldimand-Palmer.pdf
http://www.caledoniawakeupcall.com/canace/court/OPPLetter-.PDF
http://www.caledoniawakeupcall.com/canace/court/OPPLetter-.PDF


The OPP then proceeded to arrest Gary McHale, Merlyn Kinrade, Jeff Parkinson, Bonnie 
Stephens, Mark Vandermaas , Doug Fleming, Randy Fleming and Jack Van Halteren and 
issued each person a ticket for trespassing on provincially owned land. 
 
Gary McHale provided the OPP with the legal land title deeds showing that the roads were 
county roads owned by Haldimand County. Even with this information the OPP continued to 
illegally ticket people and threatened people with over-night jail time if they attempted to walk 
down the county road. 
 
This is similar to how police in the South would arrest Black people for daring to walk down a 
road in a white community. Many in Canada believe we are above such racism within the 
police but clearly we are not. The OPP will use every illegal means to ensure non-Native 
people have no rights whenever Native people order the police to arrest non-Natives. Any 
review of the video from Dec. 3, 2011 shows how Native people repeatedly pointed out who 
should be arrested and how the OPP quickly followed their instructions. 
 
In the South the KKK had control over society and the police. The police used the force of the 
state to ensure Blacks did not have any rights that Whites didn't want them to have. The 
police took their orders from this racist environment with the full approval of the State. 
 
In Ontario the McGuinty government has publicly and repeatedly approved of the racist 
policies that the OPP have enforced upon the residents of Haldimand County. The McGuinty 
government has spent over $80 million on policing and another $20+ million on paying out 
civil claims due to these racist policies. Ontario taxpayers have paid $100+ million to enforce 
racism in Haldimand - isn't it time to stop? 
 
Each of the Caledonia 8 are to appear in court on Jan. 6, 2011 in Cayuga. See attached 
documents showing the roads are owned by Haldimand County not the McGuinty 
government. The first map shows Surrey St. which enters DCE. The second document is the 
transfer deed from Dec. 19, 2005 showing Henco Inc. transferring the land to Haldimand 
County. 
 
Furthermore, in March 2006 Judge Marshall ruled that the roads on DCE were owned and 
were to be maintained by Haldimand County. The county has owned the roads since Dec. 
2005. (link to Marshall's ruling - see order # 3 found on page 3) 
 
Gary McHale 
Executive Director of CANACE.ca 
Canadian Advocates for Charter Equality 
Further info: info@CANACE.ca Tel: 289-286-0423

http://www.caledoniawakeupcall.com/court/Order%20of%20Marshall,%20J.%20dated%20March%209,%202006%20(2).pdf


 



 


