
Fogel talk:

As we gather here today to memorialize the Fogel family, 
I am reminded of the 1972 Munich massacre of eleven 
Israeli Olympians by Fatah.  I am also reminded of the 
1985 Achille Lauro hijacking where wheelchair-bound 
American tourist, 69-year-old Leon Klinghoffer, was killed 
by Palestinian terrorists. I also recall the countless 
terrorist bombings, wars, and “intifada’s” that the 
Palestinians inflicted and continue to inflict on Israelis in 
Israel and on Jews internationally – a military and 
ideological war that has gathered strength over the years 
but began long before the so-called Israeli “occupation” 
existed. Now the issue of disputed land is used as the 
excuse to justify savage killing. The Arabs own more than 
99% of the Middle East along with the valuable resources 
and so land is not and has never been the real issue.

The insane murder by slashing and stabbing of the Fogel 
babies and their parents, perhaps the most gruesome 
slaughter in a long list of horrific attacks against Jews 
spanning generations, was inhuman. What did sleeping 
babies do to enrage lunatic savages? Why is it not a 
given that Jews have a right to live in Judea and Samaria 
and wherever else they so choose? Why are Jews not 
allowed to live in Muslim countries when Muslims insist 
on flooding Israel with millions more refugees than the 
1.3 million Muslims now inside Israel? Why are Muslims 
not asking questions about their incitement to hate in 
their places of worship and schools? Why is debate, 
discussion and criticism of Islamic hatemongering and 
violence being prevented and deterred? How did jihad 



against Jews and Christians somehow become a religious 
right? Why is the world mostly silent when Palestinians 
terrorize Jews and Christians? Why are expectations so 
low regarding Palestinian behaviour that it secures them 
a free pass to continue killing unabated? Why would 
Israel want to live next to people who want Israelis dead; 
people who hand out candies and celebrate in the 
aftermath of brutal murder?

We have seen terrorism many times in the past and our 
response to it has not always been strong nor directed 
towards putting an end to it. At this point in history we 
cannot afford to be silent; we cannot afford to be weak. 
We cannot say to each other, “What are OTHERS going to 
do about it”, “What can WE do to make them stop hating 
us?”, “How can we dialogue with them in such a way that 
they will understand and love?” “What more can we give 
them to prevent future terrorism against us?” The answer 
from Islamists will inevitably be: “When you are dead, we 
will thrive and then we will be at peace without you.” 

Is there hope? Is there room to negotiate? I would say 
that there is both hope and solutions but we as a people 
must be more demanding, more cohesive, more 
intelligent and more cognizant of reality. We must stop 
our habit of seeking love from a cold world. We need to 
point out our strengths, our contributions to the world in 
terms of science, medicine, the arts and, yes, to peace. 
We have grown complacent as a result of the precious 
freedom we enjoy in wonderful countries like Canada; 
forgetting the harsh realities of life in Israel. We 



sometimes falsely assume that peace rests exclusively on 
Israel’s shoulders and wrongly think that Israel does not 
try hard enough to solve the impasse of the 
inappropriately-named and moribund peace process. We 
must once again extol the goodness of Israel in the 
minds of our children, students and fellow citizens – 
unequivocally, with pride and dignity. We need not 
accept leaders who excuse demonization, 
congratulate themselves for inaction and get in the 
way of activism.  As Jewish students strain under the 
pressures of modern anti-Semitism on campuses 
throughout Canada, our timid and equivocal leaders fail 
to give them the moral and financial support and 
guidance they desperately need. We sometimes fail to 
demonstrate our own love and pride for Israel that is the 
essential foundation in the fight against Islamist and 
radical leftist hate.

Today we are bombarded by lies, historical revisionism 
and demonization that compares with Nazi propaganda. 
The baby killers of Itamar are, to me, the modern 
versions of our old enemies. Jews are easy targets – with 
only 15 million of us whom 1.5 billion seem to be 
targeting. The UN, in defiance of logic, sanity and reason, 
has given radical Islamists a legal and moral stranglehold 
over all of us and now tries to prevent Israel from 
defending itself. Criticism of murderous acts by Islamists 
is being made illegal– giving terrorism cover, credibility 
and justification. We must protest loudly instead of 
finding accommodation with those who have chosen us 
as their enemy.



I belong to the Never Again Group which I am sure you 
have heard of by now. We are not alone; our group also 
has friends and members from the Christian community, 
some here to lend their support today. We have been 
called “Macarthyites,” extremists and told that we are a 
fringe right-wing group when in fact we have done 
nothing more than defend Israel and challenge those who 
attack us. If that makes us a fringe group in the minds of 
some people, then so be it, but these labels will never 
deter us from speaking up whether it is about the 
slaughter of babies in Itamar or the lies motivated by 
prejudice, given shelter and encouraged by haters of 
Israel in our universities and in the general community. 

The death of one more family in Israel at the hands of 
terrorists must strengthen our resolve to defend our own 
people.
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