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November 1, 2010

BURLINGTON -  Findlay McCarthy LLP and McDonald/Ross will hold a press conference at the Queen's Park media room at 12:15 pm to announce that, on October 29, 2010, they commenced a class proceeding in the Federal Court of Canada on behalf of tobacco producers who have suffered financial losses a result of the failure on the part of the Canadian government to enforce the provisions of the Excise Act, 2001 and the Excise Tax Act which regulates the production and taxation of tobacco products. 

The plaintiffs had previously commenced a class proceeding in the Ontario Superior Court of Justice against both the provincial government and the federal government and will continue this action against the provincial government.  The claim against the provincial government is for its failure to enforce the provisions of the Tobacco Tax Act and the Retail Sales Tax Act.

The services of Findlay McCarthy LLP and McDonald/Ross have been retained by Weninger Farms Ltd., which operates a farm in Oxford County, and Stanley and Linda Koscik, who operate a farm in Elgin County, on behalf of themselves and all tobacco producers throughout Canada.  The action has been supported by the New Tobacco Alliance Committee ("NTAC") which has been formed to advance the claims of tobacco farmers and draw public attention to the failure on the part of both levels of government to stop the sale of illegal tobacco products in Canada.  

A website (www.tobaccojusticeclassaction.com) has been established to keep the public and potential class members informed of the progress of the action.  A copy of both the Federal Court action and the Ontario Superior Court action will be available on the website as well as any further developments in the actions.
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For Media inquiries contact:

John W. Findlay, Findlay McCarthy LLP (905) 869-9726

For Other inquiries or for a copy of the claim:

Access the Web site at www.tobaccojusticeclassaction.com
3365 Harvester Rd., Suite 226, Burlington, Ontario L7N 3N2
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