
RECOMMENDATIONS: VOLUME 1

INVESTIGATION & FINDINGS

1. The provincial government should invite the federal government to partic-
ipate in interministerial “blockade” committees to inform and coordinate gov-
ernmental responses to Aboriginal occupations and protests when a potential
federal interest is engaged.

2. Police planning for responding to an Aboriginal occupation or protest should
include:

a. a communication strategy for important messages that ought to be
conveyed to the occupiers;

b. the technical aspects of how the police would communicate with the
occupiers; and 

c. specified people outside the police service who could effectively com-
municate with the occupiers.

3. Police services should ensure:

a. that the intelligence unit of the police service is engaged and operat-
ing and has adequate resources and procedures for collection, collation
and evaluation of information;

b. that reports are reduced to writing in a timely manner whether initial-
ly transmitted verbally or not;

c. that intelligence data is subject to analysis and reliability assessment;

d. that there is a single repository through which intelligence data flows
to the Incident Commander;

e. that the leader of the intelligence unit or his or her designate reports
directly to the Incident Commander; and

f. that the Incident Commanders and other senior personnel receive
training in intelligence.

4. All telephone calls to and from the command post should be recorded and
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minutes should be kept of all meetings of the Incident Commander.  Incident
Commanders should continue to be accountable for the keeping of accurate,
detailed notes at the time of events.

5. The Ontario Secretariat for Aboriginal Affairs, in consultation with
Aboriginal organizations, should compile a list of available negotiators and
facilitators who could assist the government to quickly and peacefully
resolve Aboriginal issues that emerge.

6. Incident Commanders must exercise discretion as to what political informa-
tion is shared with his or her senior officers and be alert to the perception
of political influence when exercising his or her discretion.  There should be
a buffer between the Incident Commander and politicians whether from
the federal, provincial or local orders of government.

7. The Province of Ontario should enact a regulation pursuant to the Police
Services Act requiring officers to file a use of force report when they point
a long gun or rifle, regardless of whether a shot is fired.

8. The Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services and the OPP
should develop written protocols that clearly delineate the appropriate func-
tions of police officers seconded to provincial ministries. In addition, politi-
cians and civil servants should be briefed on the appropriate role of seconded
officers.

9. Public order policing strategies should ensure that they address the unique-
ness of Aboriginal occupations and protests, with particular emphasis on the
historical, legal and behavioural differences of such incidents. Training
should focus on the requirements for peacekeeping, communication, nego-
tiation and building trust before, during and after such incidents.

10. The OPP should take measures to ensure that communications between
officers regarding tactical decisions and intelligence remain secure and not
subject to interception by others. 

11. The OPP should ensure the involvement of First Nation police services and
the assistance of First Nation mediators when it responds to Aboriginal
occupations and protests.

12. The OPP should ensure that the names and badge numbers of officers at pub-
lic order events should continue to be inscribed visibly and prominently on
outer clothing or helmets.
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13. The OPP should ensure that when the Public Order Unit (“POU”) is
deployed, the incident commander is located with the POU at the site and not
in the command post. 

14. Police should ensure that known or available information about the circum-
stances of the injury and the medical history of the patient is conveyed to
medical personnel and hospital staff who transport and/or treat the patient.

15. Crisis counselling services should be made available and accessible to indi-
viduals who are involved in violent or traumatic events involving police
action.  The responsibility for provision of the crisis counselling should
rest with the provincial government in relation to police conduct that occurs
off reserve land, and with the federal government concerning police conduct
which occurs on reserve land.  The type of services offered should be respon-
sive to the type of treatment required, and informed by the cultural and tra-
ditional practices and beliefs of the Aboriginal persons requiring the
counselling and support.

16. The OPP should issue a public apology to Cecil Bernard George for the
use of excessive force in the form of blows to his head and face at the hands
of one or more unidentified police officers during the course of his detain-
ment and arrest in the sandy parking lot during the evening of September 6th,
1995, leading to injuries which required medical treatment.  The apology
should be delivered in person by the current Commissioner, or his dele-
gate, and via a press release and conference.

17. Regulations to the Police Services Act should be amended to implement
improved measures to ensure compliance with the mandatory use of force
reporting requirement by requiring witness police officers to file a similar
report whenever they witness the use of force requiring medical treatment
by police officers on civilians, with corresponding disciplinary repercussions
for failure to do so.

18. Subject to recommendation 68, whenever there are allegations of racism
(including a failure by other officers to report), they should be dealt with by
way of formal discipline, with all the protections and safeguards accorded
by the discipline process.

19. The federal government should immediately return the former army camp
to the peoples of the Kettle and Stony Point First Nation and guarantee that
it will assume complete responsibility for an appropriate environmental
clean up of the site.
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20. The federal government should issue a public apology with appropriate
compensation to the Kettle and Stony Point First Nation for the failure of the
federal government for more than 60 years to honour its promise to return
the lands to the First Nation.
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