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With the majority of local Mohawk protest leaders on court imposed conditions to "keep the peace and be of good

behaviour,” this year's aboriginal Day of Action could play out differently than last year's massive display of unrest.

As well the local Mohawk band is considering altering or even calling off its roadside information campaign -
pamphleteering with an eye to promoting redress of land claim issues.

Recent arrests by the Ontario Provincial Police mean 16 protesters are facing a total of 61 criminal charges in
connection to a variety of incidents which took place near Deseronto late last month. Among those charged include
well-known protester Shawn Brant who has become a figure-head among local Mohawks and his known cohorts Dan
Doreen, Jason Maracte and Jerome Barnhart.

Last year, on June 29, protesters created havoc for motorists and rail passengers with a major protest which included a
school bus blocking the CN Rail tracks in Tyendinaga Township, Highway 401 being shut down for 12 hours by police
and a portion of Highway 2 closed for an entire day. The protest received national media attention and resuited in Brant
facing several criminal charges in addition to having strict conditions placed upon him restricting him from participating
in illegai protests

While protesters blocked highways and rail lines, representatives of the Mohawks of the Bay of Quinte took a less
volatile approach by handing out pamphlets along Highway 2 to inform passing motorists. Whether or not this practice
is repeated this year has yet to be determined, said Chief R. Don Maracle.

"There is a committee of staff looking into that," he said. "We should know next week what we'll be doing.”

Maracle said council has expressed concerns about having pamphiets handed out on the side of roads again this year
for fear of accidents. He said his council is also worried there may be blockades erected again this year.

"We'll just have to wait and see what happens,” he said. "l don't want to speculate on what other people may be doing
because we simply don't know."

Just what may take place a week from today remains unclear, but local municipal and police officials say they will be
ready in case of a repeat of last year's antics.

Margaret Walsh, reeve of Tyendinaga Township, said she is aware the day is nearing and she and her councit are
concemed there may be another major protest. However, she added, there is nothing that can be done.

"Yes, we are concerned but we don't know and we're as ready as we can be," she said. "We intend to be ready. We
can't do very much but we'll have somebody at the office who will be able to call police if need be."
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Walsh said she has not heard any "rumblings” in her community indicating whether or not there will be a similar protest
staged for this year's Day of Action, adding she's hoping for a peaceful day.

Sgt. Kristine Rae, the OPP'’s eastern region spokeswoman, said the provincial police force is currently operating at
status quo and will continue to do so unless otherwise needed.

“In the event that something happens, obviously, we”ll have people prepared but at this point in time there's no
indication of too much," Rae said Wednesday.

One native protester, who spoke only with a guarantee of anonymity, would not comment on the upcoming Day of
Action and said protesters are leery of speaking to the media in light of the recent string of charges laid by the OPP.

“None of us are interested in talking to the media right now because everybody that talks to the media either gets sued
or they get charged or they get thrown in jail," he said.
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